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the Cheremiss distrust the memory and good faith of their
gods, and therefore think it well to give them these sub-
stantial reminders of the sacrifice that has been offered.
Private individuals are not free to offer sacrifices in the
sacred grove. For that purpose they must employ the agency
of a professional sacrificer, who himself, in offering the sacri-
fice, implores the pardon of the god for any fault he may have
involuntarily committed.1
Among the beneficent powers attributed to the spirits of
trees is that of causing the rain to fall in the due season.
Thus the Boussanses, a tribe of the French Sudan, have, at
the village of Longa, a sacred tree to which they offer an
annual sacrifice at the beginning of the rainy season. Every
inhabitant, including the slaves, assists at the sacrifice. The
offerings, which include hens, are presented by the oldest
man of the village, and the flesh of the victims is eaten by all
persons present. The object of the sacrifice is to obtain an
abundant rainfall. If rain should not fall during the winter
they offer another sacrifice to the tree, and this second sacri-
fice, we are told, always proves effectual.2 Again the tree-
spirit is sometimes believed to promote the growth of the
crops. Thus the Gallas of East Africa have certain sacred
trees to which they repair at various times, but especially
before harvest. They take with them a green bough, which
they deposit at the foot of the tree, imploring the divine
blessing on the family and on the crops.5
Again, tree-spirits are often believed to possess the power
of bestowing fecundity on the human sexes and cattle.
Several examples of this belief have already met us ; 4 but
a few more may here be added. The Gouronmossi of the
French Sudan offer sacrifices to trees and pray to them for
offspring. When a childless man finds a large tamarind
tree in the forest he invokes it, together with the Lord of the
Earth and the Lord of the Sun, that the tree and these divini-
ties may grant him a son. And he promises that if his
prayer be granted he will give them a hen and some millet
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